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Vermeer’s eternal women
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those women — one tuning a lute, another operating
a metal balance, a third with her hand on a water
pitcher — near a window, sunlight filtering in from
the left,” Winn says. “Every time I visit the Metropol-
itan Museum of Art in New York, I pay my respects
to the artist’s ‘Study of a Young Woman.’ The way she
greets me back, turning her ineffably sweet gaze over
hekﬂshouldet.summmthemmoryoﬂhesmi—
larly posed ‘Girl With a Pearl ’ which I saw
onnpu.lgmnageto'!‘hel-hguem:ﬁs.lmmmyaos
then, a dil person in many ways. But time van-
ishes in the presence of Vermeer’s ‘Young Woman’
and earringed ‘Girl.’ They live, on first glance or close
and repeated viewings, in an eternal present tense.”
See Winn’s story on Page 14, accompanied by Art
Critic Kenneth Baker’s interview with Royal Picture
Gallery Mauritshuis Director Emilie Gordenker.
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CONDUCTS

PEER GYNT

Michael Tilson Thomas conductor

Joélle Harvey Solveig

Ben Huber Peer Gynt

Rose Portillo Aase

Peabody Southwell The Woman in Green

. Mark Deakins Button Moulder, The Boyg

Brian Ruppenkamp Mads Moen, The Troll Courtier, The Brat

Jesse Merlin Solveig's Father, The Troll King, The Lean One

Keith Perry, Alexandra Sessler, Dianne M. Terp, and members of the SFS Chorus
Wedding Guests

San Francisco Symphony and Chorus

James Darrah director

Adam Larsen projection designer )

Ibsen Peer Gynt

Grieg Incidental Music for Ibsen's Peer Gynt

Schnittke Selections from Peer Gynt

Robin Holloway Ocean Voyage from Peer gynt

THU JAN17 8PM
FRIJAN18 8PM
SATJAN19 8PM

Ibsen asked Grieg to compose music for Peer Gynt, his dramatic poem about a very bad boy
and the redemptive love of a very good woman. Witness an exploration of this musical
fantasy which includes trolls, epic journeys to far-away lands, and mythological creatures
through extended selections of this rarely heard score with video, actors, soloists and
chorus along with the SFS, Music by Schnittke and Robin Holloway are intermingled with
Grieg's famous score. This will truly be a spectacle to see — and hear.
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Captivating ‘Girl’ beckons at de Young

By Steven Winn

For someone about whom so little is
actually known, she contains multi-
tudes. For more than three centuries,
viewers have gazed at the enigmatic,
softly lit face of Johannes Vermeer’s
“Girl With a Pear] Earring” and won-
dered. :

Is that sidelong, over-the-shoulder
glance directed our way transfixing
because it’s so casual and natural? Or
does it mesmerize because of the potent-
ly ambiguous feelings, from invitation
to wariness, knowingness to utter in-
nocence, that many find in the sitter’s
wide and limpid gray-green eyes? Do

those parted lips
o suggest she has
With a Pearl 3 i
oy, just spoken or is
:",:;:", From about to speak, has
the Mauritshuis: lost her words or

Jan. 26-June 2. $25 merely been
(includes museum

admission).MH.de  caughtinanun-

Young Museum, guarded, uncon-

Golden Gate Park, sciously sensual

SF. (415) 750~

3600. www.de moment?

YOUNgMUuSeum.org. What to make of
that exotic blue
turban that swad-

dles her head and sprouts a long yellow
sash, a costume piece no 17th century
Dutch girl would routinely wear? Even
the most celebrated pearl in the history
of Western art holds a kind of mystery.
Noting the jewel’s size and volume, cu-
rator Quentin Buvelot argues that' such
a pearl would be so rare and valuable
that the earring might be made instead
of varnished glass.

" Asreal as this girl may seem — some
critics have suggested the artist used his
own 12- or 13-year-old daughter as a
model — the turban and outsize pearl
add a seemingly intentional sheen of ? 7
fantasy. i Johannes Vermeer’s “Girl With a Pearl Earring” (c. 1665) is often dubbed the Dutch “Mona Lisa.”

Royal Picture Gallery Mauritshuis

Z9nl UnNe pas
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~ It'sno wonder Vermeer's

- “Girl” (c.1665) inspired Tracy
Chevalier's eponymous 1999

- novel and subsequent 2003 film

§ ly fascinating
work.oﬂmdnbbedtheDutch

~ “Mona Lisa,” is the titular cen-

» of a small, choice exhi-
bition of Dutch Golden Age

~ paintings opening

- de Young Museum. “Girl With

~ aPearl Earring: Dutch Paint-

~ ings From the Mauritshuis”
includes 35 canvases from the

- magnificent Royal Picture

- Gallery Mauritshuis in The

Hague.

- The works by Rembrandt,

- Jan Steen, Frans Hals, Nicolaes
Maes, Carel Fabritius and oth-
_ ers cover the range of this glori-
ous era, with portraits, land-

7 scapesmdsmpes,genm

historical

and still lifes. i i

“.seid aooM™

Jan.26atthe |

Young” (ca. 1668-1670), right.

‘Whatever they painted —
old man’s rheumy complexmn
as he gazes into the middle
distance, ships in full sail un-
der cottony clouds, carousing
villagers or a caadws reflection
shimmering in the curved
surfaces of a glass goblet —
these Dutch masters exuded a
sense of confident contentment
about the physical world they
inhabited and sought to render
with such loving, almost devo-
tional fidelity. As Lynn Federle
Orr writes in the exhibition

the virtue of honest labor, the
warmth of a spare but comfort-
able house, and the quiet beau-
ty of a productive landscape.”
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